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_ EDITORIAL COMMENT 


"professional Fitness" 


In recent years a great deal of emphasis has been placed upon 
the necessity and desirability of increasing our physical fitness, 
both as individuals and as a nation, Critical fingers have been 
pointed at such phenomena as the high number of young men rejected 
. by Selective Service as physically unfit for military duty. Similar 
criticism is frequently directed at the "professional fitness" of 
these in the teaching field, With the attacks of Bestor, Rickover, 
et, al, on contemporary curricula, methodology, and content in the 
public schcols, many of the well-worn phrases such as "He who can, 
does, and he who can't, teaches" are being heard, I1ll-conceived as 
some of the criticism may be, the fact remains that there is a great 
deal which may be done to improve the quality and subsequent assessment 
of our fitness as professional educators, One of the foremost of these 
remedial steps is the development of a keener sense and awareness of 
what is going on in the educational realm today, 


Those of us (and there were a great many) who were fortunate 
enough to attend and participate in the Speech Association of America 
convention in St, Louis last December found it to be a veritable gold 
mine of information as to the current and projected state of affairs 
in the Speech and Drama areas of elementary, secondary, and higher 
education, As well as being "brought up to date” as it were, on 
research in our various realms of interest, we were able to view, 
examine, and consider the very latest textbooks, teaching aids, and 
classroom and laboratory equipment first hand, The long range value 
of such an experience can hardly be measured solely in dollars and 
cents, It will affect our professional growth and development for 
some time to come, 


Two similar opportunities will present themselves to those of 
our number in Kansas ducing the month of April, The annual meeting 
of the Central States Speech Association will convene in Chicago on 
April 14 and 15, The following weekend, April 21 and 22, the Kansas 
Speech Asscciation will hold its convention on the Kansas State College 
of Pittsburg campus. Both of these sessions will again provide oppor- 
tunity for the type of intellectual stimulation and "exercise" so 
vital to a state of "professional fitness," Your Editor-In-Chief 
joins with the other officers of the Association in urging all who 
possibly can to plan to attend and take an active role in the scheduled 
activities of these meetings. It will be time well-spent$ 


Yet another means of attending "professional fitness" is through 
the systematic consideration of publications in such journals as The 
Quarterly Journal of Speech, The Speech Teacher, the Central States 
Speech Journal, and the Kansas Speech Journal, Each issue of these 
and like publications contains a wide variety of articles and reports 
designed to help the teacher keep up with the contemporary scene in 
the field of Speech and Drama, Only in the light of such information 


may one critically and comparatively evaluate his programs and tech- 
niques in relation to those of his colleagues across the state and 
across the nation. 


Finally, a note of gratitude combined with a request for your 
serious consideration. A hearty "Thank You" to each of the contribu- 
tors to the issues of the Kansas Speech Journal this year for your 
scholarly and insightful articles. The bulk of any measure of success 
enjoyed by the Journal thus far must trace its origins to your efforts, 
To those who may have ideas for future contributions, an earnest plea 
to put your ideas down in “black and white" now and send them on for 
editorial consideration, There are still two issues to appear this 
spring, and articles for those of the coming year would be gratefully 
received at this time. 


Professional fitness is not a trait which will burst forth suddenly 
in full blossom at a given time and in a given situation, It is the 
culmination of years of learning, experience, and effort. It is dynamic 
and fluid, a never-ending process of experimentation and application. 
Once achieved, however, it is the crowning assct of the teacher pos- 
sessing it. 


LYNN R, OSBORN 
Editor-In-Chief 
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PRO AND CON VIEWS CONCERNING THE KSA BALLOT 


by William Marsh* 


Traveling from tournament to tournament this past debate season, 
I have inquired concerning the workability of the proposed KSA debate 
ballot, The comments which I received from coaches varied from approval 
to absolute dislike. 


One of the biggest objections came from coaches who felt that the 
speaker points meant little as they now appear on the ballot, It was 
thelz belie? that the speaker points now have practically no bearing 
on the debate unless there is a tie on decisions and on team points, 
In other words, all the speakers could receive a superior or an inade- 
quate ranking, thus reducing the importance of the speaker point factor, 
To clarify this situation one coach suggested that the instructions 
should read: Speaker points may not be duplicated and should indicate 
the quality of the debater as an individual. In this way the criteria 
of speaker points would regain its position of importance and aid the 
judge in making his final decision, 


There were other coaches who felt that the judging scale was not 
acceptable, It was their opinion that the scale should read: (1) Inade- 
quate (2) Poor (3) Average (4) Good and (5) Superior. To support this 
reasoning they maintained that it was the natural thing for a person 
to count forward rather than backward, I can agree with them on this 


point, At my tournament there was much confusion over marking the 
ballot, There was a tendency on the part of the judges to rank the 
superior team with a "5" rating, and the inferior team with a "1" or 
"2" rating. The decision did not agree with the ranking on the ballot 
sheet, Even experienced judges made this mistake, 


I was informed recently by an employee of the telephone company 
that experiments are now being conducted to see whether people would 
rather punch the numbers forward or backward on the new push-button 
telephone, The final conclusion has not as yet been reached, but so 
far the results of the survey show that people prefer counting forward-- 
in this case punching the buttons forward--rather than backward, 


Coaches who favored the adoption of the new KSA ballot were in 
agreement that the big advantage to this particular ballot was that 
it showed comments of the judges on both sides of the question, A 
debater or coach could see the judges comments on the affirmative as 
well as the negative sides, Debaters as well as coaches agreed that 
much ill-will was reduced when this ballot was used, It was also the 
feeling of the coaches that judges were more inclined to write comments 
on the KSA ballot since there was a convenient place provided for that 


‘Mr. Marsh is a teacher of speech in Hays High School, Hays, 
Kansas. 
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purpose, A minor problem docs arise, however, when the judges do not 
use a firm hand, and comments do not appear on the third sheet, It 
would probably be better if only two sheets were used rather than three, 


From my observations I conclude that: by making a few minor changes 
in the ballot, the new KSA ballot could be used effectively if adopted 
by the association, I would also suggest that the ballot be explained 
in detail to the judges at a judging school before they are used in a 
tournament, 


A PROPOSAL FOR THE SEIZCTION OF A STATE DEBATE CHAMPION 


Richard A, Hildreth* 


This writer, after judging a AA State Debate Tournament in 
Manhattan, was physically and mentally numb, Other judges, students, 
and coaches, who participated in the eleven round marathon, expressed 
similar opinions, Fatigue of judges, students, and coaches and the 
inability to break a tie in the semi-final round of the State A Tourna~ 
ment caused this writer to believe that our present system of selecting 
a state debate champion in Kansas is not accomplishing its purpose in 
the most efficient way. Therefore, the following system is proposed 
for the consideration of high school debate coaches, the Kansas State 
High School Activities Association and the Kansas Speech Association,** 


A basic difference between the proposed system and the present 
system is that only one two-speaker team from each school would debate 
in each round, Since, in general, it is desizable to encourage maximum 
participation in debating, a school would be required to use a four- 
speaker team during the first two rounds. Therefore a two or four- 
speaker team could be used at the discretion of the individual coach. 


Kansas has six Districts and the top two schools from each District 
Tournament. participate in the State Tournament, Therefore the Manager 
of each state tournament could set up pairings for the first two rounds 
long before tournament time since he would know there would be twelve 
schools participating. Judges, timekeepers, and rooms could be assigned 


*Mr. Hildreth is an Associate Professor of Speech at Kansas 
State Teachers College, Emporia. 


**This system is not completely original with the writer since 
the basis of it has been used for several years by the South Dakota 
High School Speech Association in the selection of South Dakota debate 
champions, 
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in advance, A drawing could be conducted just prior to the tournament 
where each school would draw a number, Schools drawing “odd" numbers 
(1,3,5, etc.) will be on the affirmative. Negative teams would be 
from schools drawing "even" numbers (2,4,6, etc.) 


let us assume we have twelve schools lettered for illustration 
as A, B, C, D, BE, F, G, H, I, J, K, and L, Under Example I below 
we see the Manager's initial pairings. Under Example II we see the 
pairings immediately after an assumed drawing, 


Example Example IL 
A N A N 
1 2 1-L 2-H 
3 4 3-A 4-P 
5 6 6-B 
7 8 7-K 8-J 
9 10 9-C 10-1 
11 12 11-G 12-D 


In the second round of debate the affirmative, which are the 
edd numbers, will become negative-the top school being placed at the 
bottom of the list, The even numbered schools will become the affirma- 
tive and will remain in the same order as before, Example III (To 
conserve space in the following examples, we have reduced the number 
of schools--however the principle of the proposed system is still 


illustrated, ) 
Example IIL 
First Round Second Round 
A N A N 
1 2 2 3 
3 4 4 5 


5 

5 6 6 1 


In each round, thereafter, the teams would change sides, The 
top team of the odd numbers will always be placed at the bottom, The 
side with the even numbers will remain in constant order throughout, 
TEAMS WITH TWO DEFEATS WILL BE ELIMINATED BEFORE THE ROTATION OF SIDES, 
After the rotation, if there are more teams on one side than the other, 
the bottom team of the side having the greater number will be rotated 


on the bottom of the other side, until all teams have paired, unless 
of course one team gets a BYE. 


Example IV 
A N 
5 
1 
3 


Note that school number 3 is the bottom team and is moved to 
the bottom of the negative as follows: 


Example Vv 
A N 
5 2 


1 3 


Should schools 2, 4, and 6 be eliminated in the second round, 
we would then have for Round 3, 


Example vi 
A N 


5 
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School 3 would be moved over to the negative side dnd move to 
the top, thus debating school 5, School I would get a BYE, Thus: 


Example VIT 
A N 
5 3 
BYE 


After a school is once moved over as school 3 above, it remains 
in that respective position throughout the tournament, 


When 3 or 4 schools are left in the tournament the schools will 
rotate counter-clockwise one place, | 


Example VIII 


Third Round Fourth Round 


A: N A N 

1 2 2 b 

3 4 1 3 
Should school 3 be eliminated at the end of the third round, 


school 1 will rotate to the negative and 2 and 4 will rotate as 
above, 


Example IX 


BYE 1 


Or, should it happen that school 4 was eliminated in the third 
round, the fourth round would be: 


Example xX 
Fourth 
A 


1 
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| A N 
| 2 
| | 
| N 

| 2 

3 BYE 


However, 1 and 2 have debated so, rotate and it becomes: 


Example XT 


A N 


2 3 


1 BYE 


However, 2 and 3 have debated so, rotate again and it becomes: 


Example XIT 
A N 


3 1 


2 BYE 


which is correct because 1 and 3 have not debated, 


When more than 4 schools are left in the tournament, and after 
| the rotation has been made and the two schools meet for the second © 


time and have not debated all teams in the tournament; all teams 
will rotate counter-clockwise one place, This would continue until 
no school meets another the second time, 


~ 


If schools have met once and have debated all other schools and 
then meet again, they would take opposite sides, from which they last 
debated, If, however, two schools are scheduled to meet a third time 
before the final round the odd numbered school would trade places with 
the team directly above it, 


Example XIII 


A N 


3 2 


5 4 


1 BYE 


If school 1 were not eligible for a bye, it would change with 

| school 5; if school 5 were not eligibie, school 1 would change with 

school 3; if school 3 were aiso ineligible, school 1-.would change 
with school 2, etc, 


A forfeited debate would be considered the same as a defeat for 
the school forfeiting. A sthcol would have to have two defeats to be 
eliminated unless there were %:.> undefeated schools left in the final 
debate, in which case the winner would be the champion, 


The proposed system would seem, at first glance, somewhat com- 
plicated, However, a little study will show that, though it is more 
complicated than the present system, it is easily workable and pro- 
duces a "clear cut" champion, 


The problem of speaker points is eliminated since in each case 
the debate is decided by a judge's win-loss decision, 


Further, application of elementary arithmetic would establish 
maximum number of schools for each round to be as follows: Round I 
and II and III- 12 schools, Round LV and V- 6 schools, Rounds VI 
and VII- 3 schools and Round V{LI- 1 or 2 schools, Thus, only eight 
rounds of debate at the maximum would be needed to establish a champi-~ 
on. 


Now, let us compare the present and proposed system on a financial 
basis and use the recent AA Tournament as a comparison, Twelve judges 
judged ten rounds at $3.00 per round for a total cost of $360.00, Six 
judges were needed for the final round at $3.00 for a total of $18.00, 
Thus, without including costs of hotels, meals, and mileage the 1960-61 
Debate AA Tournament cost $378.00 for judging. The proposed system 
would permit three judges to be used for each debate each round, and 
based on the maximum number of debates shown above, we would find the 
cost of judging fees to be: 


Round I 
Round II 


Round III 


Round IV 
V 


6 


debates 
debates 
debates 
debates 
debates 


with 3 
with 3 
with 3 
with 3 


judges 
judges 
judges 
judges 


judges 


judges 
judges 
judges 


of $3.00 
of $3.00 
of $3.00 
of $3.00 


$ 54,00 
54,00 
54,00 
27.00 


with 3 judges 
debate with 3 judges 
debate with 3 judges 
debate with 3 judges 


judges of $3,00 
judges of $3.00 
judges of $3,00 
judges of $3.00 


27,00 
9,00 
9,00 
9,00 

$243.00 

We find that the proposed system would result in a minimum saving 
of $135 for each of the State Debate Tournaments, It would be the 
suggestion of this writer that the judging fees either be raised to 
$5.00 per round, or the judges from campuses other than the host 
college or university be used through all the rounds of the tournament, 
or both, 


Round VI 
Round VII 
Round VIII 


6 
6 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 


It is anticipated that the problem of two-speaker and four~speaker 
teams will be raised, In defense of the proposed system, let it be 
said that the tournaments during the year provide an opportunity for 
both types of competition, The first two rounds of the proposed system 
permit four-speaker teams, and yet from the third round on, a coach 
is permitted to change personnel at his own diseretion, This permits 
another element of debating~the specialist-to be used by the coach, 


9 
| 
18 
18 
9 


10 


Admittedly, the proposal could also be used at the District level, 
but it is suggested it be tested at the State level first, and if found 
satisfactory, consideration be given to its wider adoption, 


Whatever may be the reader's reaction to this proposal, it is 
hoped that it has stimulated the reader to some serious thinking about 
the problems ef fatigued state tournament students, coaches, and, of 
course, the judges who become mentally and physically numb--yes, even 
dumb, by the eleventh round, : 


_ COACHING DEBATE IN HIGH SCHOOL 


James Costigan* 


Kansas is noted for the fine quality of its high school debate; 
this reputation, no doubt, makes other states envious. However, this 
year, as I sat judging a team that spent 60 per cent of its time reading 
note cards, it became apparent to me that many debate coaches had more 
problems than they could handle. Yet no one could have more sympathy 
for a struggling debate coach than another coach, When the problens 

of almost ali high school debate programs are pinpointed, it. is possi- 
ble to come up with some suggestions which will aid in solving the 
problems faced by the typical high school debate director, It is my 
purpose, in this article, to set forth some of the values, the goals, 
the problems, and suggested solutions for the problems of the high 


school debate program, 


The extra~curricular debate program offers the high school student 
a leisure-time activity of great present anc future value, The ability 
to communicate effectively hes been, and will continue to be, an im- 
portant ingredient of success in all fields of endeavor--far more im- 
portant than a twenty-point-per-game average in basketball, or playing 
first trumpet in the school band, For example, it is quite obvious 
that we cannot expect to win our present war of words with the U.S.S.R,. 
with smooth jump shots and leather-lunged cheerleaders, 


What are the goals of the high school debate program? This question 
would, no doubt, bring a variety of responses, However, it can be agreed 
that a good debate program will attempt to develop in the student certain 
specific skills, a few of which are: 1) the ability to orally communi- 
cate words and ideas effectively; 2) the ability to do research and to 
find valid evidence to attack and defend propositions; 3) the ability 

to organize ideas effectively; 4) the ability to use the power of 
reasoning; and 5) the ability and willingness to accept social responsi- 
bility and to speak out effectively in our demotratic society, The 


*Mr, Costigan is an Instructor of Speech and assistant debate 
coach at Fort Hays Kansas State College. 
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typical debate director is often frustrated in his attempts to reach 
these goals by a lack of time, a lack of student interest, and a lack 
of an adequate budget to carry cut the debate program, 


Many debate coaches are plagued with the problem of a lack of 
time to spend preparing the debators for contests, One novice debater 
told me that for the first six menths of the debate season he did 
not know what was going on; thanks to his willingness to stick it 
out, he eventually became a very proficient debater, Many interested 
novices fall by the wayside because the director is busy teaching 
classes, grading papers, preparing lessons, and preparing advanced 
teans for tournaments, This problem can be partially overcome by 
letting advanced teams help beginners by showing the novice how to 
do research for debate, by letting the advanced debaters critique 
beginner's debates, and »by letting the advanced debaters give the 
younger debaters pointers on debate technique, Often a "buddy" 
system can be devised, in which an advanced debater is given a novice 
debater to watch over, Most advanced debaters are more than willing 
to help the beginner, an* the debate director can supervise when 
supervision is needed, 


Getting the students interested in speech activities is often 
another problem faced by the high school debate director, In the 
typical high school the student is engaged in so many activities 
that an activity as time consuming as debate is often out of the 
question, However, here is where other faculty members can be of 
help. Many promising students never debate simply because they are 
never exposed to the program, It is often helpful to have other 
faculty members suggest that promising students drop in to a debate 
meeting, This is often enough to stimulate the needed interest, 
Another factor which is often beneficial is the present emphasis on 
scholastic achievement and preparing for college; the academic benefits 
of debate can often be used to interest the student who is planning 
to enter college. A third way to increase interest in debate is to 
make sure the program gets the publicity it deserves, High school 
students desire recognition; if debate offers them recognition in 
their peer group, it adds to the appeal of the program, It seems 
to be one of the incongruities of our present society that we prize 
academic achievement but give the banner headlines to the girl who 
wins the beauty contest or the boy who scores the winning touchdown, 


A third, and perhaps the most touchy problem faced by the high 
school debate coach is a lack of adequate. financial backing, In this 
area it is hard to give blanket suggestions, for debate programs are 
financed in so many different ways; one school gets a percentage of 
the student activity fune, another gets a proportion of the school's 
operating fund, and so on, The first thing the coach needs to do is 
to find out exactly how much money is allotted for the program, If 


Isce also, J, Matt Hill, "Promoting the Debate Program", 
Kansas Speech Journal, Vol, XXII (October, 1960), pp. 19-31, 
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there is no stipulated amount, it is well to set up an accurate budget 
and submit it. to the administrator. If there is a stipulated amount 

for the program, then the necessity of an accurate budget becomes obvious, 
Many inexpensive opportunities for debate competition are also availabic, 
For example, see if four or five schools in your immediate area can ob- 
tain approval for a small round robin tournament. This type of tourna- 
ment is fun, easy, and inexpensive, Another alternative for financial 
woes is to see if the debate program can be made self sufficient, It 
seems tragic that some activities are allowed to use their gate receipts 
to finance their programs, while at the same time, the gate receipts 

for plays and other speech activities are used to finance the junior 
class prom and the senior trip. It might be possible for the debate 
progran to get some of its revenue from this source, 


A well developed and efficiently operated debate program is an 
asset to any high school, The newspapers are constantly informing the 
American people of the progress of our propanganda war with the U.S.S.R., 
the war of words, Debate is the logical way to prepare the younger 
generation to participate in this war of words, In this the debate 
coach can play a vital role in preparing the younger generation for 
the task they will face, The problems involved in keeping a good 
debate program going may be great, but the benefits for the students 
and the school are certainly worth the effort, 


"As I look back on it now, if given the chance to do it all over 
again, and if obliged te choose between four years in college and two 
years of straight public speaking, I would take the latter, because 
under proper direction it would include most of what one gets from 
a four-year Liberal Arts course, and then some," 


Lowell Thomas 
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SELECTING THE PLAY 


Each year enthusiastic announcements are made of the merits 
of various new plays which have been specifically designed for the 
individual needs of each one of the some 20,000 educational and 
community theatre directors, At the same time, some directors turn 
to the vast repertory of plays representing two thousand years of 
theatre literature, But many responsible for directing plays have 
not had an opportunity to enroll in theatre and drama courses so 
that their acquaintance with plays of the past and present is 
limited, The purpose of this article is not to list specific plays 
because obviously plays must always be selected in terms of the 
individual audience and of the students’ capabilities, By suggesting 
certain criteria, however, directors may gain a certain standard of 
measure to guide them in play selection and to evaluate the new 
plays. 


Actually the problem of play selection is often one of the most 
troublesome elements in play direction, Too often, the factors influ- 
encing the selection do not originate from sound theatrical criteria 
but are the result of practical problems existing within the individual 
school, such as budget, the function of the dramatics program, the 
facilities available and similar local limitations, The problem of 
the budget, however, can be viewed from both the point of view of the 
administrator and that of the director, "How much will it cost?" is 
not an unusual question from a school administrator to any type of 
expenditure, Thus the director must be prepared for it, especially 
in those instances where the box office receipts are used for the 
class gift, Simplified scenery, low cost staging, a reasonable royal- 
ty and modern dress costuming serve as a criteria of play selection 
having the fundamental basis of economy, 


At the same time a low cost play may mean that other plays can 
be presented during the school year, Then too if the money can be 
used for the purchase of additional stage equipment which will be 
utilized eventually in future productions, the low cost play has its 
merits, The director must be certain that the selection of the low 
cost play is based on the positive criteria noted rather than merely 
to satisfy the economy~minded administrator, Furthermore a low cost 
of production is not synonymous with a poor play, and many good plays 
can be presented within a limited budget if the director is theatri- 
cally wise, 


If, however, the problem of budget is reconciled to the satis- 
Faction of all parties concerned, other criteria of a more elemental 
‘value must be considered, Probably one of the most significant criteria 
is based on the principle of value and worth, 


*Reprinted from Dramatics Magazine, a publication of The 
National Thespian Society, Vol, XXVII (November, 1955), pp. 7-9. 
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"Is the play worth doing?" "Is the play challenging and exciting?" 
These are questions a director must ask himself, The work of a play 
must be measured in terms of its place in dramatic literature and 
theatre, While many of the plays offered by non-professional groups 
are diverting, they, too often, do little to stimulate the imagination 
and the intelligence of the cast and audience. 


In too many instances the high school theatre is the only type 
of live theatre availabie in the comunity, Therefore the director 
has-the responsibility of developing an appreciation of the significance 
of both drama and theatre as an integral part of the cultural and intel- 
lectual life of man. Robert E, Sherwood has referred to the theatre 
as "the workshop of Sophocles and Shakespeare" and as a means of 
“awakening the king that dwelis-in the humble man," Goutonaty such 
esoteric thoughts will mean very little to the commit tees of the junior 
or senior class when selecting a play, but it must influence the dra- 
matics director who guides the choice of play. 


What is a "good" play? A good play should be imaginative and 
dynamic, It must be dramaturgically sourd, The plot should contain 
conflict which may be of three types -- man against man, man against 
' himself, or man against society, John Gassner, in Producing the Play, 
refers to the importance of a play having a sequence of situations and 
involvements which will give the play a dynamic force or spirit, In 
other words the play must be dramatic and portray "men in action" or 
"man undergoing a change.” But this is not all. A play should have 
a point of view as well. 


Does the play have something to say to the audience? Such a play 
provides both cast and audience with material which stimulates both 
thought and imagiration. A play with a point of view does not have 
to be a social thesis or problem play, An examination of recent high 
school plays lists offers the following suggestions: Family Portrait, 
Our Town, The Grass Harp, Harriet, and The Madwoman of Chailiot, Ail 
of these plays provide worth-while material for the high school actor. 
But even such gay and diverting comedies as What A Life, My Sister 
Eileen, My Three Angels, and Time Out for Ginger “have Something “tO say 
although there are those who may question tae validity and social 
significance of their themes, 


The significantly large number of high schools and community 
theatres participating in International Theatre Month, an annual event 
in March sponsored by UNESCO, indicates that many are aware of the 
importance of the play with a point of view and that drama is a means 
of communicating and understanding the ideas and people of other 
countries, The production of historical or "period" piays and drama- 
tizations of tiovels affords students the invaluable experience of 
creating characters already a part of our cultural and intellectual 
heritage. 
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Plays of universal worth are not any more difficult to produce 
than plays of less merit, A play that: is dramaturgically sound and 
theatrically significant provides the director and the actor with the 
best tools possible. The industrial arts instructor already knows 
that shoddy tools and poor lumber are not conducive to the best 
product in his class, Quality is essential in the tools of any trade, 
The play script is the first tool used by the director. Why not use 
the best? The French actor-manager, Leuis Jouvet, defines a play as 
a conversation between author and audience -- “the direct, intimate 
connection between the man who speaks -- the author -- and those who 
listen -- the audience, the public." The actor is presenting the 
ideas and actions of significant men and women, A good play then is 
one that will be remembered and worth remembering, It will be an 
intrinsic part of the actor's experience and subsequently the audience's 
experience, 


Another aspect of the play that is challenging and excitihg for 
the student actor raises the most question as to why students partici- 
pate in plays. Do they want to act? Do they want to be some one other 
than themselves? I€ the answer is "yes," then such plays as Ah Wilder- 
ness, Pride and Prejudice, The Barretts of Wimpole Street, and Abe 
Lincoln in [llinois, to indicate a few plays popular with high school 
groups, provide excellent acting material, One may argue that these 
plays offer problems which are too mature or adult for the high school 
actor, Still, every opportunity should be offered by the director in 
his play selection to present problems of human relationships and 
their solution as noted by the playwright. In this sense the plays 
in which many of the major characters are “teen agers" -- That Brewster 
Boy, Seventeenth Summer and Our Miss Brooks -- also have their place 
in the high school repertory. 


The discussion has been directed primarily toward the actor and 
the audience without too much regard for the director's desires, 
Certainly the director must want to do the play. Every theatre student 
should have a list of twenty-five plays that he wants to do by the 
time he has completed his unde:graduate college cducation, If directing 
the play is a chore, the cast often recognizes this attitude and soon 
lose interest in the production, The desire to present the play is 
often the only motivation necessary for a satisfactory play. The 
spontaneous enthusiasm of the director and his transmitting that 
enthusiasm to all concerned with the play is an essential element 
in play selection, 


Probably one of the most troublesome factors in play selection 

is the need for revising or editing the play in order to meet the 
requirements of a specific audience, One cannot ignore the fact 

that the eighteenth century English or French comedy, or the twentieth 
century Broadway play, is not always tailored to meet the requirements 
of a conservative midwestern, southern or New England community, If 
one is willing to accept the theory that the director is primarily a 
creative artist of the theatre rather than at interpretative one, 
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then any revision or editing of the script is a legitimate function 

of the director, The director knows his audience and his cast. If 
minor changes are necessary which in no way distort the playwright's 
theme or purpose, the director should feel free to make the necessary 
alterations. Some purists may deplore the so-called high school 
versions of a Moliere comedy or a Broadway success but, if the director 
is convinced that the play is worth doing, he can rightfully present 
it and know that he is not shirking his responsibility as a director 
of dramatics, Vulgarity, profanity and other objectionable material 
are easily modified or can be removed, Characters may even be changed 
slightly to meet the mores of the community. This function as editor 
is the director's privilege and his responsibility. 


The director must be willing to accept the position as guide 
and mentor to his students and to his audience. At the same time he 
must be true to himself, If he wants to do the play and is satisfied 
that the play is worth doing, then he has overcome one of the greatest 
hazards in educational theatre, the tailor-made play, with a hackneyed 
plot and stereotyped characters, designed for directors who depend 
upon the play catalogue rather than on their own knowledge and faith 
in their creative powers as directors of dramatics, 


THE DECLS{ION GOES TO DEBATING 


Jone’ Burris*® 


The decision to become a debater may well be one of the most 
important decisions of a high school student's life, Debate can 
develop a student of average or higher intelligence into a quick 

4 thinking, well-informed young adult. Through debate, friendship 

i eciccles are widened and minds broadened, The point of interest 
passes the "who-is-going-with-whom" stage and students become truly 
interested in what is happening in the United Nations and in the 
current bill tefore cur legislature, 


The first yeac of debate is undoubtedly the hardest but the 
most fur. There is ¢o mich to learn and so much to do} The hours 
this activity demands may seem almost cverwhelwing at first, but at 
the end of the season, practically all novices will agree that it 
was worth every minute, 


For second year debaters, life is not easy, No longer can each 
debate be chalked up as a “learning experience". Now it becomes im- 
portant to win, It seems futile *o keep on spending the hours that 
debate requires when “he results are not particularly lucrative. Even 
defeat, however, has its worth, Being able to take defeat gracefully 
and to atccep* other's opinions are two of the most valuable character~ 
istics one can posses, A good debater will not become depressed or 
take a negative attitude if ne does uot always bring home the trophy, 
for sooner or later a well-informed team will win, 


This type of competition demands team work, but individual skill 
and knowledge dces not go unnoticed, As each speaker goes to the 
‘ podium to presen’: his contentions, he knows that he alone must: convey 
' she ideas for the team and the decision may very well rest upon the 


presentation of his argumen*s, 


Many debaters never reach the pimracle of debate experience, 

Some never pass “he state of "win fever", There are *hese who falter 

along the road and give it up as a time consumer *hat they can not 
ui afford, Debate and debaters are at their best when winning trophies 
} is no longer all important, when shady tricks are unthinkable and only 
knowledge and skill count, Debate is at its best when fact is met 
with fact, argument with arguement, just for the pure pleasure of 
natching wits. 


Through debate students learn to be good citizens for tomorrow's 
world of widening herizsis, Debaters iearn to keep open minds and to 
examine all sides of a quescion before forming opinions, Ruled by 

fact and not emotion, today’s debater will be tommorrow’s wise citizen, 


“Miss Burris is debater and a senior at Hays High School in 
Hays, Kacsas. 


HIGH SCHOOL 
- DISTRICT TOURNAMENT RESULTS 


The following are the results of the district and state debate 
tournaments held on January 20-21, and January 27-28; 


Class AA Centers 


Garden City 
Junior College 


Kansas U., 
Lawrence 


Southwestern Col- 
lege, Winfield 


Wyandotte, 
Kansas City 


Wichita 


Class A Centers 


Ft. Hays Kansas 
State College 


Kansas State U., 
Manhattan 


Pratt Jr. College 


Sterling College 


Class B Centers 


Meade 


McPherson College 


Hutchinson 
Salina 
Pittsburg 
Washington 


(Bethel) 


Wichita East 


Hays 

College High 
(Pittsburg) 
Greensburg 


Moundr idge 


Meade and Ford 


Inman 


STATE TOURNAMENT RESULTS 


Second 


Garden City 
Topeka 
Winfield 
Fort Scott 


Wichita Southeast 


Ellsworth 
Fredonia 
Ulysses 


Haven 


Cimarron 


Burrton 


Class AA First Second 


Garden City 


Kansas State U, Washington (Bethel) 
Class A 

Hutchinson Juco College High (Pittsburg) 
Class B 


Sterling College 
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‘First 
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Lehigh Meade 


COLLEGE TOURNAMENT RESULTS 


Again this year Kansas colleges and universities offered the 
schools of the nation a wide variety of tournament opportunities, 
The following is a partial list of some of the tournaments and the 
winners: 


Kansas State University Novice Debate Tournament, October 22, 1960, 


Debate winner: Southwest Missouri State 


Kansas State Teacher College, Emporia Tournament, November 4-5,1960 


Sweepstake winner: Southwest Missouri State 


Senior Division Debate winner: University of Alabama 


"Shocker" Cross Exam Tournament, University of Wichita, Nov, 18-19, 
1960, 


Debate winners: 
lst - University of Pittsburg (Pennsylvania) 

2nd - Emporia State 

3rd - Hutchinson Juco and Pittsburg State (Kansas) 


Extemporaneous Speaking winners: 
lst - Gene Voigts, William Jewell College 
2nd - Lynn Coleman, Abilene Christian 


Oratory winners: 
lst - Don Wooster, Hutchinson Junior College 
2nd - Bill Garrett, William Jewell College 


Southwestern College Tournament, Winfield, Kansas, Dec, 8,9, and 10, 
~ 1960. 


Sweepstakes winners. Senior College Division 
lst - Southwest Missouri State 
2nd - University of Nebraska 


Sweepstakes winners: Junior College Division 
lst - Fort Scott Junior College 
2nd - Hutchinson Junior College 


Debate winners: Senior Men's Division 
lst ~ Kansas State University 
2nd - Southern Lllinois University 


Debate winners: Women’s Division 
lst - North Texas State 
2nd - Empocia State 


Southwestern College Tournament: (Continued) 


Debate winners: Junior Men's Division 
[st Southwest Missouri State 
2nd - University of Oklahoma 


Individual Events winners: 
Men's Extemporaneous Speaking: Tom Stribling, Central 
College, Missouri 
Women's Extemporaneous Speaking: Miss George, ' 
Central State College 
Men's Poetry Reading: Tom Stribling, Central College, 
Missouri 

Women’s Poetry Reading: Janelle Lackey, East Central 
College 

Men's Oratory: Mr. Harper, Pittsburg State (Kansas) 

Mr. Stockton, Oklahoma State 
Women’s Oratory: Kathy McCreery, Huron College 


McPherson College Economy Tournament, January 7, 1961, 


Schools with teams with perfect records: 
Southwestern College 3 teams 
Nebraska University . 2 teams 
Hutchinson Junior College 2 teams 
Midland College 1 team 
Nebraska Wesleyan 1 team 
Wichita University 1 team 


Gorilla Forensic Tournament, Pittsburg, Kansas, January 27-28, 
1961, 


Debate winners: Senior Division 
lst - Northwestern University 
2nd - Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia 


Debate winners: Junior Division 
[st ~ Hutchinson Junior College 
2nd - Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia 


Tournaments in the future include: 
Central Intercollegiate Conference Tournament, at Washburn U., 
Topeka, Kansas, March 10-11, 1961, 


Kansas Intercollegiate Debating League Tournament, Manhattan, 
Kansas, March 17-18, 1961, 


> 


